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  Winter 2011
	Immigration 


	Changes to the student visa system - 

02 November 2011

Tough new rules and enforcement action to stop abuse of the student visa system mean that over 450 education providers will no longer be able to sponsor new international students. 
Immigration Minister Damian Green stated, ‘This is to cut student visa system abuse and to ensure that genuine international students receive the highest quality education.’
New UK Border Agency regulations have significantly raised the standards education providers must meet before they can bring international students to the UK. 

In order to have the right to recruit international students colleges have to:
· sign up for the new inspection system. 

· introduce new language requirements

· meet new higher sponsorship standards to ensure they are fulfilling their immigration responsibilities.

Others such as:
· The UK Border Agency has also created a list of banks and financial institutions (India, Pakistan and Philippines) that can no longer provide evidence to verify a student has sufficient funds for their course. Visa will not be granted if a student citing one of 

· the listed banks or institutions. 

· Post study work route will be terminated in April 2012.

· New time limits on student visas and tougher rules on work placements.
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	New policy guidance on the marriage visa age of 21

The UK Border Agency has issued new policy guidance following the judgment of the Supreme Court in the case of Quila and Bibi v Secretary of State for the Home Department [2011] UKSC 45.

Changes to the Immigration Rules have been laid in Parliament on the 7 November 2011 to reinstate a minimum age of 18 for a spouse, civil partner, fiancé(e), proposed civil partner, unmarried partner or same-sex partner and for their sponsor in order to qualify for entry clearance, leave to enter, leave to remain or a variation of leave on that basis. These rules will come into effect on 28 November 2011.

The new policy guidance explains how applicants affected by the judgment can request a review of an earlier refusal due to the age requirement by 31 May 2012. Further information on how to request a review can be found on UKBA website.

…………………………………………………….

The draw was held on the 25th October 2011. The winner is a supporter of the 7th Dudley Scout Group. Thank you very much for your generous support and hope to see you next year.
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For more information about the Car Draw please visit http://www.thefsi.org/
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Organisation Award Winner 2011
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	Refugee & Asylum
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	Applications made before March 2007 

UKBA case resolution directorate (CRD) has now completed a review of older asylum cases (known as 'legacy cases'). A small number of cases have been reviewed but are still awaiting a final conclusion. Some examples of cases awaiting conclusion are: (i) cases awaiting prosecution;

cases awaiting removal (including a small number of cases that require further casework action before removal action can be progressed);

(2) cases with ongoing litigation; and (iii) cases that were placed in a controlled archive because CRD could not trace the applicant.
Some were not included within the original CRD review because of the quality of data at the time that the asylum application was made. The assurance and audit unit (CAAU) will now consider any such cases.
If CRD was previously unable to contact an applicant, their case was probably placed in the controlled archive. If CRD now establish contact with that applicant, they will take their case out of the controlled archive and CAAU will consider it.

If CRD previously refused an outstanding submission, CAAU may now seek to remove the applicant from the UK. In these cases CRD prefers the applicant to leave the country voluntarily, and the applicant can seek assistance with voluntary returns from your local refugee action office.
CAAU will consider cases in line with the Immigration Rules that are in place when a final decision is made.
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太极拳班

Tai Chi Class
We are recruiting Students 

For the New Classes

Come and Register with us

Our website and news release
Will give you all the updates.


	Asylum Support (1)

UKBA will assess your circumstances and needs. If you cannot support yourself and your family while UKBA is considering your application, you may apply to us for money and somewhere to live. However, if you did not apply for asylum until some time after your arrival in the UK, UKBA may not be able to give you support unless it is necessary to do so to prevent a breach of your rights under the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR).
If you meet the requirements to receive support, you will be given suitable housing and your case owner will arrange for you to collect money from a post office near where you live. To collect your cash support, you must show your application registration card.
UKBA gives you support on certain conditions, and you must sign an agreement to say you will obey those conditions. If you do not obey them, they may stop your support.  If UKBA provides you housing, you will not be able to choose where you live. You will be sent to wherever suitable housing is available in the UK.
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Volunteers Wanted!!

    If you would like to make
    a difference by helping
    the Chinese Community,

   why not come to volunteer 
           with us?
    Days and hours are flexible.
   For more information please
    email to info@ciac.co.uk or
        call 08453 131 868.
Please visit our website:       www.ciac.co.uk




	Women Support Services/ Benefits


	‘IRIS’ for Women Experiencing Domestic Violence (DV)

DV may be psychological, physical, sexual, financial or emotional, is a major public health problem due to the long-term health consequences for women and their children who have experienced or witnessed it. 
In populations of women attending general practice, the prevalence of physical or sexual abuse in the past year from a partner or ex-partner ranges from 6 to 23%, and lifetime prevalence from 21 to 55%. 
Domestic violence is particularly important in general practice because women have many contacts with primary care clinicians and because women experiencing abuse identify doctors and nurses as professionals from whom they would like to get support. Yet health professionals rarely ask about domestic violence and have little or no training in how to respond to disclosure of abuse.

The system, know as Identification and Referral to Improve Safety (IRIS), delivered by professionals from Next Links (Bristol) and Nia Project (London), is a controlled trial targeted general practice teams with an effective training and support programme.  Currently forty-eight practices in two UK cities (Bristol and London) are taking part. An educational outreach framework has been designed to address barriers to asking women about domestic violence and to encourage appropriate responses to disclosure and referral to specialist domestic violence agencies. 

………………………………………………………..

 Facts about DV

· 1 in 4 women will suffer domestic violence in their life time and 1 in 6 men.

· domestic violence accounts for 16-25% of all violent crime.

· 35% of households that experience a first assault will experience a second within five weeks.

· 30% of domestic violence starts or escalates during pregnancy.

· domestic violence affects all groups irrespective of race, religion, social group, location, culture, gender or sexuality.


	Women Support Workshop
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The next self-care and Wellbeing workshop will be held on 8th December 2011.  It is led by Ms Nicole Song, a nationally registered and experienced complementary therapist.  
The aim is to provide information, advice and ongoing therapeutic support to the participants. The goal is to assist them in their journey of personal growth, healing and transformation in a safe and supportive environment.   
Topics such as Body Mind Nutrition, Emotional Wellbeing, Self-Healing, Energy Healing, etc. Time will be given for the participants to explore and experience the many benefits of a variety of healing techniques through experiential exercises. There will be plenty of time for participants to ask questions, and get to know each other.
…………………………………………………..

Housing Benefit Changes from January 2012
The shared accommodation rate currently applies to single people under the age of 25 living in accommodation that they rent from a private landlord. This will be extended to people aged under 35.  This means that single people under 35 will no longer receive Housing Benefit based on one bedroom self-contained accommodation.
There is a 9 months transitional period from the 1st anniversary review date. This transitional period will be applied to those awarded housing benefit before April 2011.  The transitional period will end earlier if the eligible dwelling becomes smaller or bigger.

There are exemptions to those who have spent at least 3 months in a hostel for rehabilitation or resettlement or homeless people and ex-offenders who are being rehabilitated back into the community.  The exemption will benefit those who have stayed in refuge because of domestic violence.




	CIAC’s News 


	Why become a volunteer?

Are you thinking of volunteering with CIAC? Take a look at some frequently asked questions through the eyes of one of our volunteers to help you make up your mind.


Jan became a volunteer due to his interest in China and wanted to offer support to the Chinese community in any way that he could. He is also learning Chinese and says ‘I get the chance to speak Chinese at CIAC, but more importantly I can listen to it all day.  It's good to get exposure to the language outside of the classroom.’ Jan also says ‘CIAC is a very friendly and supportive working environment and so it makes volunteering here very enjoyable.’ Would he recommend volunteering at CIAC to others? ‘Absolutely! I would recommend volunteering at CIAC to anybody who is interested in supporting the Chinese community or getting experience in volunteering’

If you are interested send an email to info@ciac.co.uk with a copy of your CV and let us know what kind of tasks you are interested in volunteering with and how much time you have to donate. We look forward to hearing from you!


	Police Walk-In Surgery

‘London Chinatown Unit’ which was formed by the London Metropolitan Police in 1983 will work with CIAC to host the regular Community Police Walk-In Surgeries to answer questions from the public.  If you have concern about the law and order, anti-social behaviors or local crimes, please drop by to talk to a police officer who speaks your language.   

Chair of CIAC Mr. Edmond Yeo is pleased that CIAC can work with the Met Police Chinatown Unit to serve the Chinese Community. The public can get advice from or report to the police without going to a police station.  

Mr. Les Hardie, the property director of Rosewheel Limited also commented, ‘London Met Police should utilise the community resources and form partnerships with the local community they are serving under this difficult financial period’.

Next Surgery time and place:
Location: CIAC Office, 71-73 Charing Cross Road WC2H 0NE

Time: 2pm-3pm

Tax Credits and Benefit Advice Services
CIAC has been funded by the City of Westminster Council St James’s Ward to provide tax credit and benefit advices to the local residents. We will help you to assess your eligibility and assist with your application.  This is a free service to the local residents.  With the help of our volunteers, we are able to extend to service London-wide for a small fee.  Please make an appointment with us.
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Donate now Text CIAC18 £5 to 70070

Donations can be made in denominations of £1, £2, £3, £4, £5 and £10. 

Make a difference and donate TODAY!


To:

If undelivered, please kindly return to CIAC (address below). Thank you.
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Editorial Team:


Jaime Law   ~   Amanda Li
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Battery Recycling


Join CIAC to promote environmental friendly workspace by putting the old batteries in the bin outside our office.





�


Mobile Phone Recycling


Recycle any old, faulty or unused mobile phones or printer cartridges to help promoting a cleaner planet and generate income for CIAC to help supporting the disadvantaged Chinese.


Mobiles and printer cartridges donated will be reconditioned and sold to developing countries to help their communications infrastructure.


To donate, please leave the goods at the CIAC office or post to this freepost address:


Recycle4Charity 


(Ref: C19975 CIAC) �Freepost, SAE 14098�Lewes, BN8 5BR
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