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Immigration

Yarl’'s Wood Detention Centre five year old girl who waited 24 hours for medical treatnadter
breaking her arm. The commissioner also noted that the stnda
The Chief Inspector of Prisons has of medical care at the centre — provided by a private security
criticised the continued detention of company - falls below NHS standards. Recently three doctors at
children in immigration centres in a the centre have been referred to the General Medical Cdancil

recent report. investigation.

Further four women detained at
Despite recent improvements to T me._ | Yarl's Wood have gone on
Yarl's Wood detention centre — the § ' I8 hunger strike for six weeks, to
only centre exclusive to women, ] ”“l pr_otest about ongoing
children and families — a recent repoj&g L., mistreatment by guards.
states that arrest and detention can & aSlll Lawyers acting on behalf of the
still be traumatic for children. It also women have now won the right
raised concerns that children are notpPhotograph: Dan Chung (guardian.co.uk, 30t0 & judicial review of their

only being contained for short Aug 2009) cases, which they hope will
periods, citing a case of a baby who highlight what they describe
was detained for over 100 days. as "cruel, inhumane and degrading" treatment. A review took

While the UK Border Agency states place in May 2010.
that it only detains children as a last YK Visa Regulations have Undergone Major

resort when the family has no right toChanges from April &M 2010
remain in the UK, the report reveals

that half of the children detained
during a six-month period were later
released into the community and not
deported, which raises questions
about how necessary their detention
actually was. The report also noted
two cases of force being used again
children under the age of 18.

From April of this year the UK Border Agency has significantl
revised its Tier-1/Tier-2 (highly skilled and employer sponsored
migrants) criteria, which could impact a number of appleant
with high education but lower income levels.

andidates with a Master’s degree and annual earnings between
25,000 and £30,000 are now entitled to only five extra points
for their visa application instead of 20. The total number of
oints to pass the visa application was raised from 75 to®% a

The Chief Inspector of Prison’s rG’po'ﬁumber of immigration fees are expected to rise.

follows another highly critical report

about the centre by the chiIdren’E)n the other hand, applicants with a Bachelor’s degreecave

commissioner. The commissione . . . !
described the centre as “no place foréébelreetg inpﬁgvﬁg[]z;sgzlgﬂli% (Tier-1) category, which they

child” and said that systems to
safeguard children and the lack chontinued on page 2...)
paediatric expertise at the centre were

“high-risk”. He cited the case of a
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Refugee & Asylum Projec

(continued from page 1) CIAC is cooperating with London Probation
Additional changes include: Officers who are in particular targeting Chinese
people who have shown offensive behavior due to
- Extra points can be claimed by anyorianguage difficulties and cultural differences. Poor

under 40 years of age language skills often make it difficult for the
- PhD holders will now be able to claim onlpffenders to find employment. Our aims are to
45 points instead of 50 provide the following support:
- Those with an income above £150,008 ar
automatically awarded 75 points - Telephone information and advice in
Chinese, to offenders of Chinese origin who
To find out how these changes will affect you refer themselves through London Probation.
please visit the UKBA website: - Meeting Chinese offenders referred by the
www.bia.homeoffice.gov.uk Probation staff for office appointments.
- Providing written briefing materials for
Women Fast-Tracked to Asylum Denial publication and  distribution  among
Probation staff, as well as assisting the
According to the recent Human Rights Watch courts with report-making which is essential
report, hundreds of women with complex asylum in effectively deciding the offender’s case.

cases are placed on a Detained Fast-Track (DFT)

system, denying them a fair inquiry into their caséor more information, please ca453 131 868
As stated in the report, a number of women
claiming asylum based on family violence, rape or
trafficking are placed on the system in which both
their asylum claim and the appeal can be rejected "
within two weeks, giving insufficient time to {
obtain legal assistance and prepare the necessary

evidence. Olympics 2012: Sign up now

. . Sports fans are being encouraged to register their
Over 90% of claims and appeals were rejected interest now for the 2012 Olympic Games. While

2008, according to the report. While the DFT is| registration does not guarantee a ticket, the welsil
supposed to target only simple claims, its provide a shortcut when tickets go on sale in gprin
efficiency is frequently questioned by 2011. Registered users will also be the first tarhe
human-rights organizations and solicitors who § news regarding scheduling, buying tickets and even
that over half of female asylum seekers in UK a| and offers. More than 80,000 people registeredhen t
victims of sexual violence, recovering from their first day alone.

shocking experiences. Since mid-2006 the UK _ _ _ _
Border Agency has set an official target of cleaq 'n€ online sign-up scheme is one of a series of
90% of its unresolved asylum cases by 2011, measures to prevent the large number of empty aeals

X - : g events seen in past games. 75% of tickets will be
Wthh t_he 0f‘f|C|aIs_ recently admitted might be allocated to the public via ballot and while tickeices
impossible to achieve.

are yet to be confirmed, the London Organising

. . Committee of the Olympic Games (LOGOC) has sai
London Probation Support project that the average price will be around £44 with lowe
price tickets at around £20. There will also be a

As of April 2010 CIAC launched their new proje| ticket-returns policy, as seen in Wimbledon, which
to help adult offenders of Chinese heritage to sq allow tickets to be resold if the original occupiéeave

their community sentences and to better resettly €arly. However, there has not been any mention of
into society. what measures will be put in place to prevent ticke

[oX

CIAC is fundraising for The Great Big small Char@ar
Draw organised by the Foundation for Social Improgat
(FSI). This Draw will be announced on tkéth

SHRIRGLELINE REESuISA NNEWAINIdRER,. ERIRIBAE Markel-73 Charing Cross Road, London WC2H ONE

596 aleR,RAEN-06AL FaNLONIESt OHRLENISY DY BANA d3Email: info@ciac.co.ukWebsite: .ciac.co.uk
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information.

To register, please go t@ww.tickets.london2012.com

000000

L]
)
4

0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000



Chinese Information and Advice Centre (CIAC)
omen Support Service

CIAC's Presentation at the Christian CIAC is determined to work with other

Centre for Gambling Rehabilitation organizations to put pressure on the government to
On the § of March take action to solve this growing problem.

2010 CIAC participated . . . .

in an event hosted by th&ree Solicitor Consultation Available on Family

Christian Centre for Law and Immigration Issues

Gambling Rehabilitation

at the Soho Church. For several months running CIAC has arranged for
Two sessions were held & Solicitor to come in to the centre and provide free
separately in the consultation to Chinese immigrants in need of help.

afternoon and evening. Every Monday from 11-1pm a solicitor from one of

Some of the topics discussed included problems -0ndon’s law firms is available for a 30 minute
associated with gambling, such as its affects on tg@PoINtment, providing family law related advice

family, how to help victims of gambling and how t§°n all issues except adoption). A translator is
resolve issues with debts. provided by CIAC for non-English speakers.

Edmond Yeo, former Ealing councilor and chair of Urther a second Cantonese-speaking solicitor is

CIAC brought along his colleague and Westminst@¥@ilable at the centre twice-a-month (by

councilor Tim Mitchell. Mitchell explained how ~ @Ppointment) to advise on any immigration-related

Westminster council would respond to recent issues. The first 15 minutes of the consultation is

requests from CIAC and the Chinese community € and for every 30 minutes after there will be a

stop granting new gambling permits in Chinatown?harge of £_75. For Mandarin speakers a translator

He explained that in order to stop granting new Will be provided (by CIAC).

licenses, new policies would have to be put in L L i

place, which is being looked into but will take time!! Visitors signing up for an appointment are
kindly reminded to bring all documents relevant to

CIAC’s women's support worker, Yan Zeng held 4neir case. _ , _
presentation on the relationship between gambling© &rrange an appointment or for more information
and domestic violence in which she told the storyP!€ase cald8453 131 868

of one of her clients whose family had been ) ] ]

severely affected as a result of gambling. Many CIAC Chair attends dinner at Downing Street
domestic violence cases that CIAC deals with are
linked to gambling.

e

A CIAC volunteer translated for councilor Mitchell
and held the evening presentation in Yan'’s abse
A former gambling addict told the audience his
story and how the Christian Centre for Gambling
Rehabilitation had helped him overcome his
addiction and transformed his life. Gambling
continues to be an important sogaabblem in

Westminster. On March 1Y 2010, former Councilor Edmond
Chen-Stvle Tai Chi : Yeo attended a d!nner party hosted by fprmer
Instructor: Master Guang Ying TANG « chancellor Alastair Darling for school children who
Date: Every Sunday. s entered the competition.

Time: 10am - 11am

Venue: Dragon Hall Trust, 17 Stukeley Street, W&2B
Cost: £3 per session

For more information please contact Catherinerhdaat
telephone no. 08453131868

Email: catherine@iac.co.uk faime@ciac.co.uk
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CIAC’s News

Fundraising

Erla’s Volunteer Experience at CIAC

CIAC would like to thank everyone who came and “l am originally from Iceland but have spent four
supported us during the amazing Chinese New Yegears living and studying in Beijing. | have always

celebrations in London Chinatown!

It was a greatvolunteered and wanted to continue to do that in

day full of dragon dances, music and fireworks, antdondon. | was particularly interested in working

we raised over £1,200! Thanks to everyone who
donated, your money will help us to continue to

with the Chinese community, so CIAC was the
perfect place for me. | have been a women and

provide support to disadvantaged Chinese people.children’s support volunteer with CIAC since

New Service
Employment Law

Unfair L Downsizing /
- Dismissal o
dismissal reorganization
Unlawful Discrimination
deduction of (race, gender,
wages (holiday Compromise disability, sexual
pay, sick pay, agreement orientation,
etc.) religion and
belief, age)
TUPE / transfer | Bullying at work,
Report )
of business harassment
Breach of And HR training Mediation
contract
Statements and
information in ! !
court !

November 2009. | have mainly been working on
the Sunflower Programme which is CIAC’s support
programme for children and young people affected
by domestic violence (DV). Part of my role has
been to raise awareness of DV among young
Chinese people (13 — 19yrs). | have been working
with Chinese schools and youth clubs, putting
together presentations and information leaflets.
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erprise

BRZMRS
Immigration Legal Advice
oo

BiE
Women's Support
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Refugee ‘& Asylum Support
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Information Development

Through my volunteer work | have met a lot of
great people and attended many interesting events
on CIAC’s behalf. It is very rewarding to feel that
you have helped someone, whether it be a small
task such as helping them fill out a simple
registration form, or helping a victim of domestic
violence access social services that they might have
been unaware of or unable to access due to

To arrange an appointment or for more informationgnguage barriers. The staff and volunteers at CIAC

please calb8453 131 868

Up-coming events

5th Annual Charity Canal Cruise

Date: Sunday, 22nd August 2010
Mid-Autumn Festival Dinner

Date: Wednesday, 22nd September 2010

are great. It has been a lot of
fun getting to know them both
in and out of the office, such
as when one of the volunteer
made a delicious hot pot for

everyone.”

U7

If you are interested in volunteering with CIACepke email:
volunteers@ciac.co.uk
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