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Press release
CIAC/London Citizens May Day Call for Regularization for Irregular Immigrants
A rally calling for regularization for irregular immigrants living in the UK is taking place on 4 May Bank Holiday in Trafalgar Square.

[image: image1]Strangers into Citizens is a national campaign by the London Citizens, demanding the government implement a one-off regularization measure that would allow long term irregular migrants to become legal.

The campaign wants irregular migrants nationwide who have been in the country for four or more years the right to a legal two-year pathway. During this time they would work legally and demonstrate their contribution to the UK economy and society. This means that they can step out of exploitation in the black labour market and back into legal work, whilst contributing to the UK economy and society. After two years, depending on employer references and knowledge of English, they would be granted leave to remain. 

China was listed as one of the top ten asylum seeking producing nations in a study carried out by the United Nations High Commissioner For Refugees in 2005-06. The Chinese Information and Advice Centre (CIAC) is working with London Citizens to represent the Chinese Community’s voice, as well as gathering volunteer stewards. There will be a lion dance performance and members of Chinese ethnic groups in traditional costumes.
This campaign needs YOUR support! 20,000 people are expected to descend on Trafalgar Square on Bank Holiday Monday. Volunteer Stewards are needed for 4th May. If you are passionate about immigrants’ rights and wish to join at the rally, then do not hesitate to join in! It does not matter whether you are Chinese, or just have an interest in China. Volunteer stewards are needed to:

· Provide Directions

· Keep crowds within the route of the rally

· Assist in the clear up of the square once the crowds have dispersed

· Provide general assistance

You need to be over 18 and available from 8am until 3pm. You will be given a campaign t-shirt and briefed at 8am on 4th May. 

The supporters and stewards of the Chinese groups will gather first in Chinatown at 11am. The official campaign will start at 12 noon at Trafalgar Square.

All stewards will gain a free invite to the after party where food and drink will be prepared.

For more information about the campaign, please contact Ms. Joy Lam on 07915 398 525 or visit London Citizens at www.strangerintocitizens.org.uk . 

To apply for being a volunteer steward, please contact CIAC asap on 08453 131 868. 

About CIAC:

CIAC provides a free Immigration Legal Advice Service; Asylum Seeker and Refugee Support; Women’s Support on matters including domestic violence; and an Information Service for the Chinese community.
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